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ABOUT THIS BOOK

TITLE: It is clarified that the title of this book is not a saying of the
Prophet & However, it is taken from a statement by Dawood Ibn
Ali Ibn Abdullah Ibn Abbas Ibn Abdul Mauttalib (i.e. the grandson
of: the nephew of the beloved Prophet & and the famous
companion Abdullah Ibn Abbas R.A)). It is reported in Al-Adab Al-
Mufrad 138 which is classified as Saheeh by Shaykh Albani.

Contents: This book includes all the ahadith from paaiig pjall calic
of Al-Adab Al-Mufrad of Imam Bukhari along with several other

narrations and ayat from the Quran.

Estimated reading time: 45 minutes

Use of weak narrations: It is brought to the notice of the readers
that this collection also includes some weak narrations. There are
different views of scholars regarding the use of weak narrations in
the matters relating to virtues or admonition. Imam Ahmed said
that there can be leniency for weak narrations when it comes to
heart-softeners and other such matters (Al-Khatib; Al-Kifaya).
Similar opinions have also been reported by many other classical
scholars. However, the following three conditions are very
important for our readers to understand regarding the use of
weak narrations:

e The tradition should not to be severely weak. Mawdoo
(fabricated) narrations have to be absolutely rejected.

e The tradition should be related to an action that already has a
sound basis in the religion supported by authentic evidence.

e The reader should keep in mind that the weak narrations are
not authentically proven from the Prophet {& and cannot be
attributed to him with confidence. Chain of narrators has to be
presented to convey the transmission of such narrations.
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Hadith 1

1qh of Religion
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Correct understanding of the religion is a great blessing. This
is what makes one the most noble and worthy of respect.
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Hadith 1

Narrated Abu Huraira: Some péﬂple asLed the Prophet #
"Who is the most honorable amongst the people?” He
replied, "The most honorable among them is the one who is
the most God-fearing." They said, "O Allah's Prophet 2! We
do not ask about this." He said, "Then the most honorable

person is Joseph, Allah's Prophet, the son of Allah's Prophet,

the son of Allah's Prophet, the son of Allah's Khalil." They
said, "We do not ask about this." He £ said, "Then you want

r'.l -

to ask me about the Arabs' descent?" They said, "Yes." He &

said, "Those who were best in the pre-Islamic period, are the

best in Islam, if they acquire the figh (i.e. a deep religious
knowledge).

O Allah, make this book a's
acquire the blessed figh of your beautiful Deen.

SAHIH AL-BUKHARI 3374
(THE SAME MESSAGE CAN ALSD BE SEEN IN AL-ADAB AL-MUFRAD 129)
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Hadith 2

Inviolable rights of women and orphans
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It was narrated from Abu Hurairah R.A. that the Messenger
s o

of Allah (%) said: "O Allah! [bear witness that] Thave issued

a warning concerning [failure to fulfill] the rights of the two _

weak ones: Orphans and women." T .
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Hadith 3

3 essential aspects of Akhlagq
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Al-Sa’ib ibn Abdullah R.A. reported: The Messenger of Allah
&2 said to him, “O Sa’ib, look at the good character you
upheld (even) in the time of ignorance (i.e. before you
accepted Islam). Continue that in Islam [too]: honour the
guest, honor the orphan, and be good to your neighbor.”

MUSNAD AHMAD 15074 - RELIABLE NARRATORS




Hadith 4

The gist of our religion
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Hadith 4

‘Algamah reported: Abdullah ibn Mas’ud R.A. , may Allah be
pleased with him, said, “Whoever would like to look at the

testament upon which is the seal of Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, let him recite these verses: Say:
Come, | will recite what your Lord has forbidden, that you

not associate any partners with him, that you be good to your
parents, that you not kill your children fearing poverty. We

will provide for you and them, and that you not come near to
debauchery outwardly or inwardly, that you not kill a soul
Allah has made sacred except for a just cause; this he has
instructed you that you will reason. That you not come near
to the prﬂperg'ﬂf an orphan unless to improve it until he
reaches maturity, that you give full measure and weight in
fairmess. We do not hold a soul responsible except for what is
within its capacity, that you be just when you testify, even
against a relative, that you fulfill the covenant of Allah; this

he has instructed you that you may be reminded. This is my

straight path; follow it and do not follow other ways, lest you
be diverted from his way; this he has instructed you that you
may be righteous.” (6:151-153)

SUNAN AL-TIRMIDHI 3070 - HASAN




Hadith 5

The speech of Jafar At-Tayyar
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Hadith 5

Umm Salamah reported: When Ja’far ibn Abu Talib, may
Allah be pleased with him, was in Abyssinia, he addressed the
Negus saying, “O king! We were plunged in the depth of
ignorance and barbarism. We adored idols, we lived in
immorality, we ate dead bodies, and we spoke abominations.
We disregarded every feeling of humanity and the duties of
hospitality and neighborliness were neglected. We knew no
law but that of the strong, but Allah raised among us a man
of whose birth, truthfulness, honesty, and purity we were
aware, and he called to the oneness of Allah and taught us
not to associate anything with Allah. He forbade us from the
worship of idols and he enjoined us to speak the truth, to be
faithful to our trusts, to be merciful, and to regard the rights
of the neighbors and family members. He forbade us from
speaking evil of women or consuming the wealth of orphans.
He ordered us to avoid vices, to refrain from evil, to offer
prayers, to give charity, and to observe fasting. We have faith

in him and we have accepted his teachings and his command

to worship Allah and not to associate anything with Him. We




Hadith 5

have allowed what he has allowed and prohibited what he
has prohibited. For this reason, our people have risen against
us. They have persecuted us in order to make us abandon the
worship of Allah and return to the worship of idols and other
abominations. They have tortured and harmed us until we
found no safety among them, so we have come to your
country and we hope you will protect us from oppression.”
The Negus said to them, “Do you have anything with you
from Allah?” Ja'far said yes. The Negus said, “Then recite it
to us.” Ja'far recited from memory the verses of Surat
Maryam. The Negus, along with the bishops in his realm,
were moved to tears due to what was recited to them until

their beards became wet. The Negus said, “Verily, this what
has come from Moses have emerged from the same lamp.
You are released. By Allah, | will never surrender them to the
Quraysh.”

MUSNAD AHMAD 21832 - SAHEEH
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Hadith 6
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Hadith 7

A confirmed place in Jan
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Hadith 8

Reward of the widow with !rphans

Ihe same reward is applicable for the Widdﬂ\! mother who
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Hadith 9
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-~ Reward of the patient mother
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'‘A'isha said, "A woman who had two of her daughters with
her came to me. She asked me for something, but | could not
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Hadith 10
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Hadith 10

Dawud (Ibn Ali Ibn ABDULLAH IBN ’3
Muattalib) said, "Be like a merciful
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Hadith 11

Reward of a Mujahid for the
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Hadith 11

Narrated Safwan bin S,;alilﬁ The Prophet i?(?”.‘JL@V‘;') said "The one
who looks after and wgrkqil fo-ei‘ widow and for a poor person,

is like a warrior fighting for*Allah's Cause or like a person
who fasts during the day and prays all night."

SAHIH AL-BUKHARI BODB (THIS MESSAGE CAN ALSD BE SEEN IN AL-ADAB AL-MUFRAD 131)

In another narration, the same virtue is mentioned about the
one who raises three orphans (Sunan Ibn Majah 3680 - Daif)
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Hadith 12

The reason for our provisions
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Hadith 13

The best house: Where an
~ orphan is treated well
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It was narrated from Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of
Allah(¥%) said: "The best house
house in which there is an orphan who is treated well. And

among the Muslims is a
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Hadith 14

The believer's lifestyle
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Hadith 14

Allah's Messenger (&) ascended the pulpit and said,
"Nothing worries me as to what will happen to you after me,
except the temptation of worldly blessings which will be
conferred on you." Then he mentioned the worldly pleasures.
He started with the one (i.e. the blessings) and took up the
other (i.e. the pleasures). A man got up saying, "O Allah's
Messenger (£5)! Can the good bring about evil?" The
Prophet (¥£) remained silent and we thought that he was
being inspired divinely, so all the people kept silent with awe.
Then the Prophet (&%) wiped the sweat off his face and

asked, "Where is the present questioner?” "Do you think
wealth is good?" he repeated thrice, adding, "No doubt, good
produces nothing but good. [Commentary: However, in the
case of wealth, it does not always produces good; so wealth

in itself is not an objective]. Indeed it is like what grows on
the banks of a stream which either Kills or nearly Kills the
orazing animals because of gluttony [or habitual greed

associated with it which pushes a greedy person for more and

more]| except the vegetation-eating animal which eats till
both its flanks are full (i.e. till it gets satisfied).




Hadith 14

[Commentary: Such an animal is not driven by greed but the
need alone]. [That animal] then stands in the sun and
defecates and urinate [Commentary: It uses only what it
needs to produce for the benefit of people in terms of meat,
or milk, or power which the farmer utilizes in its fields.
Whatever is beyond does not remains in it - it is put out in
the form of a substance which is of benefit to other beings in
terms of being a fertilizer or a substance for burming and so
on]. It again starts grazing. This worldly property is a sweet
vegetation. How excellent the wealth of the Muslim is, if it is
collected through legal means and is spent in Allah’s Cause
and on orphans, poor people and travelers. But he who does
not take it legally is like an eater who is never satisfied and
his wealth will be a witness against him on the Day of
Resurrection.”

SAHIH AL-BUKHARI 2842




Hadith 15

Spending on foster-Kids is a sadaqa
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It was narrated that: Zainab, the wife of Abdullah said: “I
asked the Messenger of Allah: "Will it be accepted as charity
on my part if | spend on my husband and the orphans in my
care?' The Messenger of Allah said: 'She will have two

rewards, the reward for charity and the reward for upholding
ties of kinship."™

SUNAN IBN MAJAH 1834 - SAHEEH
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Hadith 16

Patting the head of an orphan
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Abi Umamah R.A. narrated from the Prophet #£: Whoever
wipes the head of an orphan for no other reason but for the
sake of Allah swt, he will receive good deeds for every hair
that his hand passed over.

MUSNAD AHMED 21669 - DAIF
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Hadith 17

Cure for the hardness of heart
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about the hardness of his heart. The Prophet said, “If you
want Iﬁ‘dﬁen your heart, feed the po
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the orphan. o
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or and pat the head Eiof

MUSNAD AHMED 7576 - HASSAN

Z w{,g@

Qalam Codex
</> while (learning) { write(); }



Hadith 18

sorted: The Messenger of A *ace and
i 1;_na’ » = & N 1I B
> upon

‘ : iy 135 b W g Fur
| u-j'-.-t ey ,I- i

MR e 1y

i E,' said, “Bring the orphan close to yo
| feed him with the same food you eat. It will

. fi:llfi“ your nfgeci_:’;-a_ et é

AKARIM AL.-AKHLA[I LIL-KHARA'IT 661 - HASSAN o,

L

Qalam Codex
</> while (learning) {

g write(); }




IO, AT AT T TN

A8 ‘W@e‘-‘.ﬁ-& ﬁ(@rafm-ﬁ OGO

ﬁ ") # F £y NN - PN A | ") ,,-1-.
(55 Grexe

) ]

b i P X

- o T R - ?
> 58] 833 §98la3g Hdilly (9941
§ T e e e 7 p - b
& i ,“ Ii; E.ﬁ_ — = F - g A f.' 3 7- o g q - -y - gu, g@
439 218, Eml Jyaalg lariig linsSann 43 sle Plﬂh“
leh. e YT : £ - P - e T —
f | r Igl ﬁ .EI;:-:';J'E'L’; e Ty R 7
| e R S R R S S T T -
3 L35 po wlai L] g8 U5 2135 alio duyi Y all
, . L ¥ = - = -
rh & ' 4 132,080 Lugic
I__]-'.. . o .:'ill... &
Sl T il il o —
'.-.-.

[The truly virtﬁﬁuls are] they [who] fulfil their vows, and stand
in awe of a Day the woe of which is bound to spread far and
wide; who feed the poor, the orphan and the captive for the
love of Allah, saying: "We feed you for the sake of Allah
Alone; we seek from you neither reward nor thanks, for we

dread from our Rabb's torment of a very distressful Day."

SURAH AD-DAHR 7-10
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Hadith 19

Walking with them for their needs

widows and orphans for tdlng to their needs.]'
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e prayer long and keep _Lh-e

was not beneficial, make™t
khutbah short, and he would not refrain from walking with a
widow or poor person and tending to their needs."

SUNAN NASAI BOOK 14, HADITH 1425 - HASAN
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Hadith 20

My father said, "I heard Ibn "Umar reciting the poetic verses
of Abu Talib: And a white (person) (i.e. the Prophet) who is
requested to pray for rain and who takes care of the orphans
and is the guardian of widows.” Salim's father (Ibn  Umar)
said, "The following poetic verse occurred to my mind while |
was looking at the face of the Prophet (p.b.u.h) while he was
praying for rain. He did not get down till the rain water
flowed profusely from every roof-gutter:

The white one! Rain is sought by virtue of his countenance
He who takes care of the orphans and is the guardian of
widows
And these were the words of Abu Talib."

SAHIH AL-BUKHARI 1008, 1003




Hadith 21

The first address of Abu Bakr R.A.
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Hadith 21

Ibn Hisham reported: Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with -,
him, began to speak at his inauguration, praising Allah as He
deserves and saying, “O people, | have been"pﬁfi'"n-%utﬁbrity
over you and | am not the bést of you. lfldo the right thing,

then help me. If | do wrong, then correct me. Truthfulness is

a sacred trust and lying is a betrayal. The weak among you is
strong in my sight. | will surely try to remove their pain and
suffering. And the strong among you is weak to me. | will, if
Allah wills, fulfill the rights in full. When obscene things
spread among any nation, calamities-continue to descend
upon them. As long as | obey Allah and His messenger, you
should obey me. If | do not obey Allah and His messenger,
then obedience to me is not an obligation upon you. Now,
stand for the pr.ayer, may Allah have ﬁnercy upon you.”

AL-STRAH AL-NABAWIYAH 1BN HISHAM 2/661
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Hadith 22

Have an orphan at the table
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Abu Bakr ibn Hafs reported that 'Abdullah would not eat
unless an orphan was at his table.

AL-ADAB AL-MUFRAD 136 - SAHEEH
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Hadith 23

Feed them with whatever you have
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Al-Hasan reported that an orphan used to eat with Ibn 'Umar.
One day he called for food and looked for this orphan but
could not find him. He arrived after Ibn '"Umar had finished.
Ibn "Umar called for more food to be brought to him but they
did not have any. So he was brought sawiq and honey. He
said, "Here, have this! By Allah, you have not been cheated!
(i.e. we have not hidden any food from you)" Al-Hasan said,

"By Allah, Ibn "Umar did not remain short!"

AL-ADAB AL-MUFRAD 134 - DAIF
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Hadith 24

WHERE SATAN CAN'T COME
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Hadith 24

From Hasan Ibn Dinar (daif), from Aswad, F Hissan, from
Abu mMusa, the Messenger of Allah £ said: Satan does not
come near the food-spread (or table) on which is an orphan

- sitting (to eat).

,.": MAKARIM AL-AKHLAQ LI TABARANI 104 - DAIF
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Hadith 25

What were we? What are we now?
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Hadith 25

/

the Muslims when
hing they would say

1bers! (LEZID

_members! O

O family membersO y members! (Look after)

ir poor person! Y our poor

ghbour! Your neighb

best of you away (i. ouls have de
. . | "
‘every day you become baser." The narrator
heard him say: “Today ‘we live in Slg.gtimes
h"to observe a sinner, +0u-“.‘”fincl hin

even) 30,000 dirham and dinar. to go hellfire. Wh

iu‘iﬂ 'I man? May Iﬁ‘ t him! He ’ha‘;g Ih

cam from Allah with a paltry sum of mone ¥

~you wish to see the p-g:‘ who wastes away his pile
” 5 . o T
duce from his garden [ pGSSESSIDngl by spending

he devil’s path, then you can find such a man too! There is
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Hadith 26
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Hadith 26
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2 Nafi"' said: "Ibn 'Umar never refused to be appointed as

guardian.”

The most beloved practice according to Ibn Sirin concerning
an orphan's wealth was that the orphan’'s advisor and
guardians would assemble to'decide what is best for him.

When Tawus was askec about something concerning an
orphan's affairs, he would reéfi%e: AndfAllahknows him who
means mischief from -_‘_h0 meﬁhs good", (from Surah
Bagarah 2:220). & \
'Ata said concefning some orphans, "The guardian is to

. o \. - S s
provide uj;‘ oung and the old orphans according to their

needs from.their shares."
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Hadith 27

The traits of righteous women
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And do not come near the wealth of the orphan—unless
intending to enhance it—until they attain maturity. Give full
measure and weigh with justice. We never require of any soul
more than what it can afford. Whenever you speak, maintain
justice—even regarding a close relative. And fulfil your
covenant with Allah. This is what He has commanded you, so
perhaps you will be mindful.

aUURAH AL-AN'AM 152




Hadith 28

Seven afflictions to stay away from
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It is reported on the authority of Abu Huraira that the
Messenger of Allah (i) observed: Avoid the seven noxious
things. It was said (by the hearers): What are they,
Messenger of Allah? He (the Holy Prophet) replied:
Associating anything with Allah, magic, Killing of one whom
God has declared inviolate without a just cause, consuming
the property of an orphan, and consuming of usury, turning

back when the army advances, and slandering chaste women
who are believers, but unwary.

SAHIH MUSLIM 83




Hadith 29

Extreme care of Sahaba regarding
the wealth of Orphans
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Hadith 29

Narrated Abdullah ibn Abbas: When Allah, Most High,
revealed the verses: "Come not close to the orphan’s property
except to improve it". And "Those who unjustly eat up the
property of orphans", everyone who had an orphan with him
went and separated his food from his (orphan's) food, and his
drink from his drink, and began to detain the remaining food
which he (the orphan) himself ate or spoiled..This fell heavy
on them, and they mentioned this to the Messenger of Allah
(£%). So Allah, Most High, revealed the verse: "They ask thee
concerning orphans. Say: The best thing to do is what is for
their good; if you mix their affairs with yours, they are your
brethren.” Then they mixed their food with his food and their
drink with his drink.

sUNAN ABI DAWUD 2871 - HASSAN




Hadith 30

= T

Serving tirelessly, yet cautious to
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‘from Malik that Yahya ibn Said said that
£ ;he had heard al-Qasim iﬂn Muhammad say
to Abdullah ibn Abbasntgﬁsaiq to him, "I have an orphan and
he has camels. Can | drink from the camels' milk?" Ibn Abbas
his and treat the

camels' mange and fill in the cracks in their water basin and
it drinks, then drink it without doing
harm to the éuc'kl,ing}f::amel‘s by milking them excessively."
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Hadith 31

A reasoiﬂle wage is allowed for
the ‘J__ardian
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Amr bin Shu'aib, from his father,

It was narrated from

s

his grandfather, that a man came to the Prophet and said: "I

am poor and | do not have anything, and | have an orphan
(under my care)." He said: "Eat fr%)m the property of your
orphan without being extravagant, wasteful or keeping it as

capital for yourself."

aUNAN AN-NASA'I 3668 - HASAN
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Hadith 33
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fYahfl related to me ; ‘MafifthEd heard’ghat -
A'isha, the wife of the Prophet, may Allah bless him-and
v —

A | _ —
grant him peace, used to give the property of the orphans
that were in her house to whoever would use it to trade with
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Hadith 34

Use their property for trade
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Yahya related to me from Malik that Yahya ibn Said bought
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Hadith 35

Give Zakat on their wealth
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Yahya related to me from Malik from Abd ar-Rahman ibn al-
Qasim that his father said, "A'isha used to look after me and
one of my brothers - we were orphans - in her house, and she
would take the zakat from our property.”

MUWATTA IMAM MALIK BOOK 17, HADITH 233
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Absolutely not! In fact, you do not honor the orphan! And
You do not urge one another to feed the needy.
And you devour the inheritance [of the weak] with devouring
greed.

alURAH FAJR 17-13
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Hadith 36

Be as loving and tolerant as possible

The basic principle of tarbiyyah is that we should be as loving

and tolerant as possible. That is the sunnah of the our
Prophet for dealing with children.
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Narrated Anas: | served the Prophet (&) for ten years, and
he never said to me, "Uf" (a minor harsh word denoting
impatience) and never blamed me by saying, "Why did you do
so or why didn't you do so?"

SAHIR AL-BUKHARI 6038




Permission to discipline

Love is the essential element for tarbiyyah in Islam. However,
if 2 minor punishment is required for their tarbiyyah in case
of a major issue in their conduct, one is allowed to discipline
them. However, if it is avoidable, it should be avoided by all
means. Also, this punishment is only a token punishment.
One cannot hit on face. One cannot hit in a manner that
results in any injury or even a mark on skin. It is also to be
noted that the children under the age of ten are not to be hit
at all. Umar Ibn Abdul Aziz R.A. sent out a letter that no
orphan can be punished by the guardian more than thrice. We
should even be merciful while disciplining the child. As soon
as the behaviour is corrected, the punishment should
immediately discontinue. The athar regarding disciplining the
orphans have to be interpretted while taking into
consideration all other commandments regarding the orphans
and not in isolation unlike how some people with twisted

understanding do.




Hadith 37

Trea.t them as your own children
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Hadith 38

No punishment after the
behaviour is fixed
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Shumaysa al-'Atakiyya said, "The discip
mentioned in the presence of 'Alisha anc

a

beat an orphan [only] until he submits
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Hadith 39

Seek their conscent for marriage
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It was narrated from Ibn 'Abbas that the Prophet £ said: "A
previously married woman has more right to decide about
herself (with regard to marriage) than her guardian, and an
orphan girl should be consulted, and her permission is her
silence.” [However, if she refuses, the authority of the
guardian cannot be exercised against her will - as mentioned

in another tradition]
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Hadith 40

et TP R R T

i . g n
- _ - " TN
= - . = | o . . -
= R | _ ey
A g . T | sa—— o o
- i E

-

= -". -,-._7.
N IRER = a T o
o i g s L 1 1§
o - -. L_ | ﬂ = o i - ] i :
4 . —_ - .9, N S 7
i (] W ] O waLs o
T T-__ l‘l i -i_ IR f . - : [ "y

s .,

Abu Sa’id al-Khudri r-eporte
and blessings be upon him, said, “A nation will not be

d; The Messenger of Allah, peace

sanctified if the weak cannot take their rights without
surmounting obstacles.” |
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Be thankful for the favours of your Lord

Let us show grateful to the mercy of our Lord by being
merciful to His creations. Let us play our role in putting food
in the plates of orphans and providing a roof over their heads.
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Mundhir at-Tawri reported what Muhammad ibn 'Ali (ibn al-
Hanafiyya) said about, "Is the repayment of Kindness
anything except kKindness?" He said, "It is neither denied to
the pious nor the deviant [i.e. this mercy is for everyone]”
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"Whatever you spend with a good heart, give it t nts,
relatives, orphans, the helpless, and travellers in need.

Whatever good you do, Allah is aware of it.

aURAH BAQARAH 215
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“Our Lord! Accept "this’ from us. You are
indeed the All-Hearing, All-Knowing.
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A home for every orphan

[slam asks its followers to treat the orphan as a father treats his own child. This

book gathers forty narrations on the rights of orphans, the reward of those who

care for them, and the warnings against wronging them.

[t brings together the ahadith of the chapter on orphans in Imam al-Bukhari’s Al-
Adab al-Mufrad, with further narrations and verses of the Qur'an, each presented

with its source. Estimated reading time: 45 minutes.
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